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Ele The following air activity was observed a® Cottbus airfield from 16
February through 1 March 1953:

- 16 February. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Yak-18s practiced individual take-
~offs in groups of two from the landing fieli. The landings were made
-on the runvey. Acrobatics were observed morth of Cottbus. A biplane
flew circles over the field; after i1t landed it was taken to a hangar.

17 and 18 February. Air activity was the same as observed oo 16 February.

19 February. No flying was observed.

26_through 28 February. Flight training was conducted with Yak-18s and
‘occasionally also with a biplene.

1 March. There was no air sctivity.

2. [ - |18 Yak-18s, a twin-engine plane,
probably a Li-2, a biplane and g jnumber of jet fighters
were stationed at the field in the second helf of February. The Yak-18s
vere marked by a whide rudder assembly and white stripes under their
wings.
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From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 18 February, single-engine sircralt were ob-
served flylng individually and in formatioms of two, each of the two
planes leading aliernately. A biplane wes zlgo seen aloft. At 5 p.m.,.
a single—engine plane practiced acrobstles. On the afternoon of 26
February, a jot plane repeatedly appeared over the town of Cottbus
leaving again in the direction of the airfield. On the afierncon of

27 February, | lsingleo~engine monoplaves fitted with
redial engines between Dahlitzer Weg to ths scuth of field and the
ronvay. At two-minute intervals, five of thess plsnes taxied to the
runvay and ther repeatedly practiced iaks-offs. On 2 and 3 March, these

In late February, a number of crates with Russisn lettering were une -
loaded at the Cotibus freigh3 station. The crates had the size of the

Betweon 4 and 5 a.n. on 25 February, aircraft| |
continucusly flew cver Cottbus. In the course of the day, flighits of
jet bombers three times flew over the towm. Acrobatics and formation
flying were practiced at the airfield. 4 biplane flew circles over the

fisld. Some of the planes involved in flylng took off in groups of twoe.

At 10:45 a.m. on 26 February, four jet fighters flying at an altitude
of about 800 meters over Cottbus were observed firing bursts from their
weapons. On 27 Fevruvary, lecal fiying and acrobatics were practiced by
Yak-18s. In the afternoon, single~engine plenes fitted with radial en-
gines practiced local flying. Un 28 February, flight training began

at 7:15 a.m. In the afternoon, Jet fighters were observed aloft.

On 26 February, a sizable number of aireraft ﬂanked_i.n_m&eijr‘ived'
at the field. When the planes were unpaclked, they
were fitted with radial engines and were similaer to the Germen FH.190

planes. Already on the samezday9 eircies were flown over the ﬁeld

In the early afternoon of 1 March, jet flghters were cireling over
Cottbus and then left toward Grossenhaim At 10230 g.ma, & :plane of the

~ [Yak-18s in four open hangare of the field.

A Li-2 wee seen in front of a henger, while 11 Yak-lls were pavked

~beside the runiiay. Four Yak-lls circled over the ficld. The crews of

these planes were apparently rotated after one circle had been flowm,
On S March, | Jobserved two Yek-lle flying in
formaetion.. On 11 March, loecal training flights and acrobatics were

On 8 Mereh, six rallroad tank cars arrived at the field; five were
loaded with 300 hectoliters each, while the sixth cmrried é30 hecto-
liters. In early March, 50 to 60 erates, 40 of which daeting from a mors
recent delivery, wore eb%erved in the mortheastern portion of the field.

the 40 crates. Markings were being painted on some Yek-lls.

4o
planes vere again seen over Cotitbus.
5.
superstructure of a boxcar.
6.
s
with some of these planes.
s
same type had teken off from the field.
/ 9. On 2 March,
obaserved.
10.
1.

nt. The Hg of the.lst VP Air Div and the lst Regt of this
division are stationed at Cottbus airfield.

- L It is believed that
initial training in formetion flying snd ecrobatics has besn completed.
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2. | Comment. | -
[ The description of the
new type of pl'ane given and the statement that it looked like a
Gorren FW-190 plane inmdicates that the plenes newly arrived at the
ingtallation were Yek-lls. Tralning on this type of eircraft is pm—
bably conducted before training with MiG-15s is sterted.
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